
Recent Literature.
The Diseases of Children, Medical and Surgical.
By Henry Ashby, M.D. (Lond.), F.R.C.P., Physi-
cian to the General Hospital for Sick Children,
Manchester; Lecturer and Examiner in Diseases
of Children in the Victoria University; Lecturer
in Physiology in the Owens College and in the
Liverpool School of Medicine, and G. A. Wright,
B.A. and M.B. (Oxon.), F.R.C.S. (Eng.), As-
sistant, Surgeon to the Manchester Royal Infirm-
ary, and Surgeon to the Children's Hospital;
Lecturer on Practical Surgery in the Owens Col-
lege. Fourth edition. Edited for American students
by William Perry Northrup, A.M., M.D., Pro-
fessor of Pediatrics, the University and Bellevue
Hospital Medical College; Attending Physician
New York Foundling, William Parker and Pres-
byterian Hospitals. London and Bombay: Long-
mans, Green & Co. 1900.
This now deservedly well-known work on children

has, in its fourth edition, added to its text about 60
pages; 25 new photographs and II plnt.es have also
been added. The surgical part, of the work has been
made still inore attractive by a number of excellent
skiagrams. It would seem that in the differential
diagnosis of meningitis mention should ¡it, least be
made of lumbar puncture, but we fail to find such
mention anywhere. It would seem that the Widal re-
action should deserve more than the very incomplete
reference which is made to it. The American editor,
Dr. William P. Nbrthrup, has thought best to leave:
the body of the book intact, stating that the sume dis-
ease differs but little in its course in America and
England. lie, therefore, notéis such differences ill
theory and in treatment as would seem to bring the
hook into accord with the present American practice.
He has done this by moans of the appendix, carefully
referring supplementary matter to its proper connec-
tion in the main work by page reference and by addi-
tions to the index. The formula' on page 865 have
1.n entirely rewritten to conform to the United
States Pharmacopeia.
Our Baby. For Mothers and Nurses. By Mrs.
Langton Hewer, diplome\l=e'\ Obstetrical Society,
London; late hospital ward sister; author of
"Antiseptics: a Hand-Book for Nurses." Sixth
edition, revised. Bristol: John Wright & Co.
London: Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent &

Co., Ltd. 1899.
Although this book has been carefully written it

might, ho one which would do a great deal of harm in
the hands of an inexperienced person. Thus it is
manifest that the treatment of diarrhea and vomiting
should not, be: placed in the' hands of a nurse 01'

mother, nor should such drugs as calomel and bro-
mide of potash he ordered by any one but a physi-
cian. These ari.ly instances of what, may he met,
with throughout the whole hook.

Forest Sanatoriums for the Tuberculous.—
According to the Philadelphia Medical Journal, the
Commissioner of Forestry of Pennsylvania is in favor
of throwing ojien to consumptives the forest lands
owned by the State. They are the property of the
people and were pledged to the maintenance of publie:
health.
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THE SCIENTIFIC PHYSICIAN.
Tun development of medicine in America has been

erratic in many respects, but in none more so than in
the peculiar stress laid from time to time on certain
phase's of progress. Without entering into details re-

garding this sufficiently self-evident, fact, it, is clear
that the present wave of enthusiasm is concerning it-
self with what is popularly known as " scientific re-
search." This is due, no doubt, in great measure to
natural and inevitable tendencies, and also to the in-
fluence of certain men of strong intellect and fixed
convictions, who have consistently maintained that the
laboratory side of medical science must be cultivated
as a foundation for the whole superstructure of more
or less empirical clinical facts. As we have repeat-
edly found occasion to say in these columns, this ten-
dency, which is now definitely materialized in the
form of innumerable laboratories, stands as the most
important advance of the past few years. Upon its
continuance and growth must depend the future of
medicine as a science worthy of cultivation by intelli-
gent men. This general proposition has been dis-
cussed ¡it length by Dr. A. T. Cabot, in his annual
address before the, Massachusetts Medical .Society,
recently published in (his Journal.
It is of interest to an unprejudiced onlooker to ob-

serve the effect of this zeal for accurate observation
and experiment on the practice: of medicine ¡it, large.
In the first place, it has unquestionably tended toward
the establishment of more systematic methods through-
out the whole field of medical practice. Each and
every man who now practises medicine is feeling the
effects of the general movement, however far removed
he may be from the centres of laboratory research,
and however little he may himself have employed so-
called laboratory methods. In the second place, and
it is to this that we desire to call special attention, the
laboratory, and particularly the use of the word
"scientific " in a narrow sense as applied to laboratory
work, has done much to arouse prejudice and estab-
lish false standards. By degrees there has grown up
a distinction, which is now heard on every hand, be-
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